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MR. TAMBASCO: Today is October 22nd. 

I'm Mike Tambasco with the World Trade 

Center Task Force, conducting an interview 

into the events of September 11th at the 

World Trade Center. The interview start 

time is 0826 hours, and our interview today 

is with -- 

EMTD MARRERO: Fermin Marrero. 

MR. TAMBASCO: And your rank and 

assignment? 

EMTD MARRERO: I'm EMTD, I Suppose it 

is. 

Q. If you would, tell us your story. 

A. Well, it was September 11th. I was at 
my girlfriend's house waiting for her to come 
back from taking my stepdaughter to school. I 
usually wake up at 5:30 in the morning to watch 
the news, but I had a three-day swing, so I just 
slept a little late. 

So when I wake up, the first thing I do 
is turn on the news. All of a sudden I was just 
stupefied. I started thinking about it. When it 
first happened, I said it could be some type of 


accident. I remember in 1946 a plane hit the 
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Empire State Building. 

Today you have ground control, you have 
satellites. But when the second plane hit, you 
know what's going on. Even though it was my day 
off, I jumped up. My girlfriend asked me where I 
was going. I said, "Honey, I've got to go." 

I reported here. It was a madhouse, 
people running up and down, people grabbing 
equipment, grabbing vehicles. Somebody said, "We 
don't know what we're supposed to do." I said, 
"I know what we're going to do. They're going to 
send me down there. As soon as somebody comes, 
one of my boys, Vinnie Marquez came in. Me and 
him went out. I went home and -- I left my 
bulletproof vest there. I picked it up, and we 
were gone. 

I want to tell you that when you go up 
on the Brooklyn Boulevard, you could see the 
World Trade Center burning. You could see both 
buildings. That's when we started praying. This 
has started to help me be strong and proper. 
Everything I did that day -- I know Vinnie is a 
good guy. He was in the military. 


When we got there, they told us to 


F. MERRERO 4 


report to Fulton and Broadway. We parked our 
vehicle. We ran into Lieutenant -- her name is 
Karen. She's an instructor. She's a paramedic 


now. Tolingo. 


Q. Tolingo, Janet, maybe? 

A. Janet. 

Q. Janet Olszewski? 

A That's it, Janet. That's her. She's a 


good person, a good instructor. She said just 
get oxygen out and water. So I said okay. 

A lot of people were coming by, asking 
us for those masks, and we didn't have any. So 
we took sheets and we tore them into pieces and 
gave them to them. I started taking out the 
oxygen. Vinnie said, "I'm going down the block 
to see if anybody needs help and I'll bring them 
here." I said, "Okay. You do that." 

Like ten minutes into that, right there 
at Fulton and Broadway, I hear this rumbling. 
Everybody is looking up in the sky. I said, oh, 
man. Really I didn't know the first tower is 
already down. Then everybody starts running. I 
said, no, this can't be. Everybody is looking to 


see where it's coming from. We started running. 
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Then I said I need to find my partner. 
That's when the smoke came zooming. It's 
indescribable. It's like as you see on TV when 
they're in an avalanche. It just came zooming 
out. It's like when you have pressure and 
everyone is running. 

I said, oh, my God, my partner. I 
started running toward him. There was a point 
there that there was no visibility. It was 
black. It was hard to believe. It's like 
9-something in the morning, 9:30 in the morning, 
and the sun hasn't gotten directly above, but 
(inaudible). 

So I'm running toward my ambulance, and 
he comes. I grab him. I said, "Get in the 
ambulance, and let's move further up." I turned 
on my lights, my sirens, my high beams. I move a 
foot when this other ambulance comes out of 
nowhere. It says something Valley Hudson, a 
volunteer. I would have hit him or he would have 
hit me, really. 

Then a guy said the second tower is 
down. I didn't know the first tower is down. 


It's impossible. It's impossible. I really said 
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that. I said, "This can't be. Here in New York, 
we (inaudible)." I said, "Let's bring the bus 
down as far as we can, bring out the stretcher 
and see what we're going to do." 

So we brought down the stretcher, put 
all the oxygen on it. We did a favor we 
shouldn't have, (inaudible) the Port Authority. 
You Know what I mean? 

We started going down the block, and we 
ran into an old man and this guy that had a 
laceration on his arm. Vinnie took care of that. 
I took care of the old man. We didn't hardly do 
anything. So I find the police (inaudible). 
Yeah, here's two guys over here with some badges. 
I said take them, put them in the back. We 
didn't know we were going to be staying for a 
long time. I didn't have coffee that morning. 

Then we come out with the stretcher, 
and these people were carrying this fireman. 

Q. Do you know about where you were then? 

A. Yeah. We were right here. Here's 
Fulton and Cedar, Broadway. Me and Vinnie came 
down to here. 


Q. So you went south on Broadway? 
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A. Yeah, we went south on Broadway, almost 
to Wall Street. This is the bank here, I think. 
It was in this area here. 

Q. Right around near 140 Broadway? 

A. Right. We went all the way back up. 
Then we came down. We stopped over here in this 
area here. 

Q. Right near City Hall? 

A. Right, we were around City Hall, 
because they told us there was a fireman hurt 
there -- a policeman hurt. So this is where we 
went. I took care of him. 

Then we came back through here. Right 
here is a bank. In the bank we found this lady 
who was hysterical. She was really breathing. 
She was upset. She was breathing. I said, 
"Vinnie, we've got to leave her." 

So we came back down. At this point I 
went and got the ambulance and brought it down to 
here, right up to here. 

Q. Back to like Broadway and Fulton? 

A. Right. Then we found this fireman -- 
no, I think that's where we ran into some of our 


boys, Charlie from station 50. I forget his last 
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name. He was right there on Kings Bridge and 
Reservoir. And a medic. So we took him with us. 

So then we decided that we were going 
to have to go back to the ferry. We went to the 
ferry. That's where we ran into Juan Burgo, Mike 
Negron, Charlie and the medic. I said, "Look, 
we're going back out. We ain't staying here." 

So we come back down over there, and 
we're on Trinity -- 

Q. You came north on Trinity? 

A. We came back north on Trinity. Right 
around here they stopped us, and they had this 
old man with a pacemaker having chest pains. 

Let me tell you something, it was 
nothing about ego. Nobody was in charge. I know 
what they teach you at the academy about we're 
going to triage, we're going to do this, we're 
going to do that. One thing about it, everybody 
kept their head. Everybody worked as a team. 

I said, Charlie, why don't you take 02 
and stay with the old man. We're going to go 
straight up Trinity. Whatever we find, we'll 
come back down and pick you up with the old man 


and take him to the ferry. He said that's cool. 
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So he jumped out. When we got right 
around here, we found this fireman. 

Q. That's around Cedar Street? 

A. Yeah, right around Cedar, right here. 
Right here, in fact. 

Q. Trinity and Cedar? 

A. Trinity and Cedar. We find this 
fireman. He's like in shock. I'm 48, and I 
think I look pretty good. He said he was 48, but 
he looked like he was sixty that day. I'm 
telling you, he was walking around aimlessly. I 
said, "Come here, come here, come here. What's 
wrong?" He said, "Nothing. Get off of me." I 
said, "Are you okay?" He said, "I'm okay, just 
having a little chest pain." "Come with us. 
We'll take your blood pressure and give you some 
oxygen. That'll make you feel better." 

So we walked him back up to the 
ambulance, and we put him in the ambulance and we 
went straight back down to right over here as far 
as we can go. We asked if anybody needed help. 

I said all we've got is our patient here. We're 
going to treat him. We went back to Cedar. We 


got up to here. 
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Q. To about Cortlandt Street? 
A. Cortlandt Street, yeah. 

Then that's it. Then we stood there 
and we looked at it. The metal part sticking up 
looked like a crown. I was going to walk in 
there, but Vinnie said don't go in there, it 
looks like it's gonna fall. I said, "Let's get 
the fireman and the old man out of here." 

So we came back, picked up Charlie and 
the old man, and we came up to like -- by the 


exchange. I came across -- 


Q. And then went down Broadway? 

A. No, no, we came across the exchange, 
and over here we ran into a lieutenant. "You can 
take them to Metropolitan." There was so much 


madness that we went up Broadway, kept on going. 
We kept on going up Broadway past all this 
madness. 

Then we got across to Canal Street, we 
found this African-American lady on the ground. 
I think she was (inaudible). They stopped us. I 
said let's go on in there. 

It was really funny, the fireman said, 


"IT want to smoke a cigarette." I said, "Pop, 
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with all this shit, you want to smoke?" He said, 
"Listen, son." "But you have chest pain." "That 
building fell five feet away from me." I said, 
"You ain't going to die today, boy. You better 
smoke two of them." 

So we took him in the ambulance, and 
then we had the lady. I stopped again. Then 
they brought this oriental gentleman. So help me 
God, he was covered, he was white; from head to 
toe, white he had a gash on his forehead. We 
threw him in there, gave triage to everybody. 

We let the other guys off, let them 
could go back and help. We zoomed all the way to 
Metropolitan. The eeriest feeling in the world 
is to be on that highway and there be nobody else 
there but you. 

We got to Metropolitan. We dropped 
everybody off. I took a broom. I swept the 
whole ambulance real quick of debris. We went up 
to Harlem to get another stretcher, but that was 
a bad move. So we had to come back all the way 
around the way we did, and go all the way back 
down around. 


Then we went back to Liberty and Cedar, 
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and that's where we picked up Juan again and 
Charlie, the other medic, and Mike Negron. We 
went back up there hunting, so to speak, and we 
found four more people and we took them to the 
hospital. 

Then by that time the sun was like 
overhead, like 12:00. You don't have any sense 
of time. My dogs are killing me. My dogs are 
killing me for two weeks. I have some things for 
my feet now. Really, I'm telling you, they're 
killing me for two weeks. I have to write a 
letter about that. 

In all that madness, everybody kept 
their head. When we got there, when the sun was 
really out, then we saw -- let me tell you 
something, you can't beat a New Yorker ina 
pinch. I don't care what you say about this 
city. You can't beat a New Yorker in a pinch. 

The guy from McDonald's -- McDonald's 
opened. He was giving out cheese sandwiches; he 
was giving out coffee. By this time -- we were 
out at 9:30. I woke up at -- the first building 
had been struck, and I was there to see the 


second building get hit from my house. I was all 
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the way down there at 9:30. 

The thing is, there were people out 
there giving us food, giving us water. You don't 
think about it, but by that time I was like -- by 
2:00 I was already beat. 

We ran into this lieutenant. I forget 


his name. He had a whole bunch of people. So we 


went back to the World Trade Center -- I mean 
to -- 

Q. The ferry terminal? 

A. -- the ferry terminal, told the 


lieutenant. We came back, but we couldn't find 
him. So we assumed somebody else picked him up 
and took him to where he had to go. 

After that it was just like cut and 
dry. I can't say it was humdrum, because there 
was nothing humdrum about this. I got enough and 
I was working with a lot of good guys, Vinnie 
Marquez, Juan Burgo, Mike Negron. Charlie, I'm 
going to forget his last name, the medic, from 
Station 50. 

Chief Basile was there. There was a 
point I said, "Chief, we can't stay because 


there's a lieutenant stuck up there and we know 
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where we're going." He just said, "Go, go." He 
didn't hold us back. 

All that soot and stuff I breathed in. 
It's been bothering me ever since then. They 
told me I could go down there. They have 
medicine for you down there. I don't know. 

It was also everybody. Even just a 
month later, I had to go away for like nine days 
to get myself together. I had a knee operation, 
so I just took nine days of R&R. 

Other than that, you know, it was a 
horrible experience, but like I said, you can't 
beat a New Yorker in a pinch. I pray to God it 
never happens again, that we have to go through 
this again. 

That's it. 

Q. Anything else you want to add? 

A. Outside of my dogs, my feet. Oh, and I 
lost an ambulance, but I brought back the de-fib. 
I want that for the record. Thank you so much. 

MR. TAMBASCO: The interview concludes 


at 0840 hours. 


